Preferences for water quality and its nonmarket valuation, are of growing interest in a world where supply is increasingly problematic. Measures of preference and value can be used to inform the development of policy regarding pricing and longer term supply strategies. Tap water quality is a household concern. The objective status quo varies between households and not between individuals within households, while charges are levied on households not individuals. However, individual preferences differ from collective preferences. In households where there are two adults, we examine the preferences of each separately and then as a couple in collective decisions. We show the level and nature of influence each has in developing a picture of the collective process.
